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DECLARATION OF RICHARD L. WATKINS UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1 .132 

I, Richard L. Watkins, do hereby say and declare that: 

1 . . I am the inventor of the above-identified U.S. patent application. 

2. I have been working in the area of laminate membranes for five years. 

3. I have read Wang et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,124,007. 

In my opinion, the purpose of the annealing step described in the last paragraph 
of column 6 is to volumetrically shrink the more elastic, outside balloon to provide 
mechanical compression on the high modulus, inside balloon. The outside balloon 
shrinks [because it has been oriented. 

The Wang patent is concerned with strength of the balloons to withstand 
bursting and is not concerned with interlaminar adhesion. The Wang patent itself 
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statesi nco 1U ™6, h at th e bal loonsc3n b eea Sily pee, e aapa,T h eWa n3 p a «en t d 0 e S 

combinaKonotbalioonsot any otthe materia, that Wang describes, and then place 
one balloon inside the Cher and subjected ft. baHoons to Wang, annealing 

^fc^* — '^■'^^«^ ,,, "" 0, * ,, " BB 

change in intedaminar adhesion, and an, improvement in interiaminar adhesion would 

be truly accidental. 

My invention achieves secant improvements in internal adhesion between 
.heother layer. The annealing temperature needed tor this diftusion to taKe place 

« appropriate. In my opinion, the Jang paten, does no, provide any specrfc 

ma ,eria,s and conditions that could re[u« in intension and better interna, 

adhesion. 
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4. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be tru . I 
understand that willful false statements and the like if made herein would be punishable 
by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
therefrom. 



Richard L. Watkins 
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